Imaging of perianal fistulas.
Perianal fistulas, cryptoglandular or Crohn's disease-related, have a tendency to recur. Recurrence usually is owing to missed infection during surgery for cryptoglandular fistulas or insufficient response to medical treatment in Crohn's disease. It is now recognized that preoperative imaging (endoanal ultrasound and magnetic resonance imaging) can help to identify extensions that otherwise would be missed during surgery and therefore prevent recurrence. For medical therapy, the extent of the disease and the presence of abscesses are identified with imaging and therapy response can be monitored. The purpose of this review is to give an up-to-date overview of the anal anatomy, classification of perianal fistulas, and the role of imaging modalities in the management of patients with perianal fistulas.